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Vice Presidents and Committee Members        16th January 2019 

 

MINUTES OF A COMMITTEE MEETING OF  

THE YORKSHIRE GENTLEMEN’S CRICKET CLUB HELD AT  

QUEEN MARGARET’S SCHOOL, ESCRICK ON  

TUESDAY 15TH JANUARY 2019. 

 

Present:  DRE O’Kelly, RJ Head, A Shaw, R Hinchcliffe, MH Watson, JN Bartram, J 

Philips, P White, J Burdass, T Blenkin, T Henry, M Neary and M Apparicio. 

 

Apologies: C Forbes Adam, R Umbers, C Thompson, A Rigby, D Winkle. 

 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN & NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

No new Committee members were elected. The Chairman touched on his view that perhaps 

the Committee needed some refinement due to availability of a number of members. With 

this in mind, the Chairman also relayed that the search for a new Fixtures Secretary and 

Treasurer was ongoing. The Chairman had written to a couple of individuals whom he had 

“head-hunted” for the roles and would update the Committee at the next meeting, in April. 

He also stated that with a new Committee in place, he thought it was time, in October, to 

hand over the reins as Chairman. 

 

M Neary stated that P Burrans had not received notice of the Committee meeting. The 

Secretary agreed to write to P Burrans and apologise for this and make sure that due notice is 

received moving forwards. 

 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

 

The Minutes of the last meeting were approved by the Committee. Proposed by RJ Head and 

seconded by MH Watson.  

 

MATTERS ARISING 

 

There were no matters arising. 
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GROUND AND PAVILION REPORT    

 

N Bartram reported that this was a quiet period for the ground. N Bartram had no concerns 

to relay since the last meeting. He did however note that there has been a small amount of 

crow damage on the outfield. We had a similar issue two years ago.  Although he noted that 

this damage has occurred at a slightly different time of year, he is confident that the ground 

would recover in time for the start of the season.  

 

At the last Committee Meeting it had been raised that the panelling needed to be completed 

in the bar area. The Committee approved the expenditure required (up to £400) for this to be 

completed in time for the season the start of the season. P White would kindly ask John 

Rossington to complete the work. 

 

It was agreed that the caterers would be retained for the 2019 season. They had agreed to 

honour the same pricing as last season and although there are some tweaks to be made, 

which Paul White and Nigel Bartram would kindly coordinate, the Committee were 

generally happy with the standard of the catering in the 2018 season. A decision was made 

that the caterers would be asked to put more emphasis on lunch, over tea, for the 2019 

season. It was also unanimously agreed that the players match fees etc. would be kept at the 

same level as the 2018 season.  

 

P White was asked about stocks of cricket balls. The Chairman would relay to R Umbers 

that were required 18 new cricket balls were required to add to the current 6 held in stock. P 

White would also arrange further stock (1 currently) of club ties. 

 

HON TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

In the absence of an official Treasurer, Paul White had kindly submitted the following 

figures to the Chairman: 

 

£480.28 in the Current Account 

£261.18 in the Bar Account 

£14,716.90 in the Business Account 

 

3 members remain outstanding to pay for subs for the 2018 season. It was commented that 

this was significantly better than normal. A short discussion was had around the fact that 

membership fees had not been reviewed since 1996 and the possible consequences of 

increasing this membership fee. It was commented by the Chairman that this was not a 

discussion point for the meeting and should be discussed by a sub-committee at a later date. 

 

It was again agreed, as at the last meeting, that expenditure should be minimised for another 

year to allow balances to become healthy again, especially with another year of membership 

subscriptions in the bank.  

 

FIXTURES 

 

The Chairman relayed the report from R Umbers, in his absence.  

 

The fixture list was very nearly ready for publication. The only remaining fixture to be 

confirmed was Giggleswick School  



[Afternote – Master in Charge of Cricket had now confirmed the fixture for the 2019 

season.] 

 

SECRETARY MEMBERSHIP    

 

A Shaw relayed that R Exley and A Clarke had accepted club membership. He further 

relayed that T Ward and C Adair had accepted Candidate status. A Shaw had received no 

response from P Sani re the offer of membership. L Smyth-Osborne was yet to confirm 

Candidate status. 

 

SECRETARY CRICKET 

 

The Chairman thanked M Apparicio for his detailed letter containing his observations from 

“the bowlers end”. There are a number of issues which the Chairman will relay to Match 

Managers and also the club as a whole as he deems appropriate.  

 

M Apparicio relayed that a third umpire was to be enlisted to assist on weekends where one 

of the current umpires, B Dalton and M Apparicio, were not available and also during busy 

periods. This was deemed very suitable by the Committee. The Committee furthermore 

unanimously agreed to raise the Umpires fee to £35 from £30. The Committee reiterated 

their continued thanks to both M Apparicio and B Dalton.  

 

T Blenkin asked whether or not the “Aide Memoire” for Match Managers was still freely 

available. J Phillips pointed to the website for this, but it was agreed this would also be 

circulated by the Chairman once an update had been done to “modernise” certain elements 

around responsibilities to the club website and social media, for Match Managers. 

 

DINNER  

 

125 attendees. Profit of £1,083.11 for the 2018 dinner. Thanks again was given on behalf of 

the Committee by the Chairman to the President for his continued service, as the dinner goes 

into its 25th year in 2019. The date of the 2019 dinner was agreed as 14th November 2019. 

 

AOB 

 

• N Bartram circulated his new email address to all Committee members.  

 

• R Hinchcliffe made the committee aware of three pieces of news and potential 

opportunities at the school. Current Headmistress, Jessica Myles, was leaving at the 

end of the current term – it was agreed the Secretary would write to her with thanks. 

It was further agreed that the Secretary, in conjunction with the Chairman, would 

write to welcome the new Headmistress, Mrs Susan Baillie, who would take up her 

appointment in September. 

 

• It was commented that the fixture list needed updating in terms of who was Match 

Managing certain games and also the date of the dinner (Afternote – R Umbers had 

now sorted this out; the fixture list was now ready for print, less the details required 

for the back cover). J Phillips would upload the fixture list to the website. 

 



• R Hinchcliffe gave a detailed thanks to C Glassey for his 31 years of service (1987-

2018) as Treasurer of the Club. He proposed, which was then agreed unanimously, 

that C Glassey should be invited to become a Vice President of the club as a token of 

thanks for his lengthy service. The Secretary agreed to compose the letter. 

 

• J Phillips reported that Ovington CC had been in touch with a request to use the 

ground on a number of occasions during the 2019 season. It was agreed that they 

would be offered the ground on 25th May and 15th June as both were clear dates for 

the Yorkshire Gentlemen and also, our regular guests, Ben Johnson CC. J Phillips 

would report back to Ovington and advise of our costs. 

 

• J Phillips further relayed that he was happy with the website currently; it was widely 

agreed that this was a large improvement on previous seasons. J Phillips and A Shaw 

would be having a big pre-season and early-season push to drive more members to 

register on the website so that it could be utilised in a more targeted way in due 

course. The Chairman agreed to add some notes around the website in his letter to all 

members and to the Committee. It was also noted that although social media was not 

widely contributed to by members, there was already a good following and it should 

be a focus for Match Managers for 2019 to drive further engagement in the club. 

 

• Date of Next Meeting was Tuesday 9th April 2019, which would also be the date of 

the AGM.  

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.42 p.m. 

 


